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For the most part, the authors of these papers on country music are familiar to the JEMFQ 
audience, by virtue of publications there or elsewhere in the scholarship and in the popular literature. 
It is interesting to note that four of the nine papers this year were delivered by products of Indiana 
University's Folklore Institute (Rosenberg, Marshall, Adler, and Lund), 


Those who saw the convention program and noted the session on ' Afro-American Influences on 
American Country Music" will be disappointed to learn that this potentially exciting session was 
cancelled, due to some error in prior arrangement. The session was to be chaired by Charles W. 
Joyner of St, Andrews Presbyterian College (North Carolina), and was to feature "panelists" 
including Maybelle Carter, Mike Seeger, and Leslie Riddles. We were all greatly disappointed 


at the cancellation of the panel, and fervently hope that something like it can be planned (carefully, 
one pleads) for a future AFS meeting. None would deny the importance and impact--much under- 
estimated, it seems to me--of black tradition in white country music. It would be fascinating to 
hear Mother Maybelle and the other panelists discuss the subject. Much could be learned from 


such a panel (and further, from candid comments by Bill Monroe about Arnold Schultz, from DeFord 
Bailey, and so forth). 


The American Folklore Society will meet next year in Eugene, Oregon, under the guidance of Dr. 


Barre Toelken, folklorist at the University of Oregon and the new Editor of the JOURNAL OF 
AMERICAN FOLKLORE. 


-- Howard Wight Marshall 
Country Music Hall of Fame, 
Nashville, Tenn. 
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